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GLENN-COLUSA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

WATER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION POLICY 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

This Wat er  Management  and Conservat ion Pol icy est abl ishes pract ices and procedures 

t o promot e ef f icient  wat er management  and maximize wat er conservat ion.  The 

Dist r ict ’ s Board of  Direct ors request s t hat  al l  wat er users review and adhere t o t he 

provisions of  t his Pol icy,  wit h t he recognit ion t hat  it s success requires cooperat ion and 

close communicat ion bet ween wat er users and Dist r ict  personnel.    

II.  GENERAL WATER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION PROVISIONS 

1) Incorporat ion int o t he Dist r ict ’ s Rules and Regulat ions:   This Wat er  

Management  and Conservat ion Pol icy is referenced and incorporat ed wit hin t he 

Dist r ict ’ s Rules and Regulat ions.   

 

2) Ident if icat ion of  “ designat ed irr igat or”  and “ responsible part y” :   In order t o 

promot e ef fect ive and direct  communicat ion bet ween wat er users and Dist r ict  

st af f ,  t he wat er user is required t o ident ify a “ designat ed irr igat or, ”  and a 

“ responsible part y”  on t he wat er appl icat ion form at  t he t ime t he appl icat ion 

for wat er is submit t ed t o t he Dist r ict .    

 

a) The “ designat ed irr igat or”  is t he person responsible for irr igat ing t he 

land appl ied for on t he wat er appl icat ion,  including placing wat er 

orders,  communicat ing wit h t he wat er operat ions worker,  making gat e 

changes pursuant  t o Sect ion II 7(e),  ensuring spil ls are consist ent  wit h 

t his pol icy,  and al l ot her wat er use f rom t he Dist r ict .  The Dist r ict  

considers t he “ designat ed irr igat or”  t o be t he designat ed point -of -

cont act  for al l  problems associat ed wit h wat er management  and wat er 

conservat ion issues.  If  t he ‘ designat ed irr igat or’  cannot  be reached 

during an emergency,  t he ‘ responsible part y’  wil l  be cont act ed.  

 

b) The “ responsible part y”  is t he person who accept s responsibil i t y for t he 

act ions of  t he “ designat ed irr igat or, ”  for al l  appl icat ion fees,  charges,  

and for wat er management  and conservat ion violat ions and penalt ies.  

The “ responsible part y”  could include t he landowner,  t enant ,  

designat ed irr igat or,  or ot her agent  associat ed wit h t he wat er 

appl icant .    

 

c) The landowner is required t o sign al l  wat er applicat ions,  and has 

ult imat e responsibil i t y for al l  appl icat ion fees,  charges,  and wat er 

management  and conservat ion violat ions and penalt ies.  

3) Acreage measurement s:   Al l  acreage measurement s are based upon Dist r ict  

maps and f igures.  

4) Wat er qual it y:   The Dist rict  wil l  monit or elect r ical conduct ivit y (EC) as a 

measure of  wat er qual it y at  key point s in t he wat er dist r ibut ion syst em,  and 
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wil l  blend wat er suppl ies,  as is feasible,  t o maint ain EC at  1.00 deciSiemens per 

met er (ds/ m) or less t hroughout  t he wat er dist r ibut ion syst em.  

5) Wast e of  wat er:   If ,  in t he opinion of  t he General Manager and/ or designat ed 

st af f ,  a landowner or wat er user is wast ing wat er,  eit her wil l ful ly,  carelessly,  

negl igent ly,  or due t o defect ive privat e conduit s,  t he Dist r ict  wil l  l imit ,  

discont inue,  or refuse t he del ivery of  wat er unt i l  t he wast eful condit ions are 

remedied in accordance wit h t he Dist r ict ’ s Rules and Regulat ions (Rule 7.3 

Penalt ies and Enforcement  of  Unaut horized Use of  Wat er).  Wast eful wat er use 

pract ices include,  but  are not  l imit ed t o t he fol lowing:  

a) Allowing wat er t o f low ont o roads,  vacant  land,  or land previously 

irr igat ed.   

b) Flooding land t o dept h of  more t han six inches (6” ) at  t he highest  point  

of  a f ield.  An exception is made for cultural practices related to 

organic rice cult ivation.   

c) Using wat er on land t hat  has been improperly prepared t hat  eit her 

requires excess dept h or excess f low ont o a f ield.  

d) Delivery t o or shut t ing of f  f lows f rom a t urnout  t hat  would cause unsafe 

f lows and levels in t he canal upst ream or downst ream of  t hat  t urnout .    

e) Allowing an unnecessary amount  of  wat er t o drain or spil l  f rom any 

irr igat ed f ield or lat eral if  wat er is shut  of f  t he f ield by t he landowner 

premat urely.  The responsible part y wil l  assume l iabil i t y for downst ream 

damages caused by landowner’ s mismanagement  of  t heir wat er.  

The Dist r ict  reserves t he right  t o refuse del ivery of  wat er when,  in t he opinion 

of  t he General Manager and/ or designat ed st af f ,  t he proposed use,  or met hod 

of  use,  wil l  require excessive quant it ies of  wat er t hat  const it ut e wast e of  

wat er.  

6) Wat er del ivery:   Al l  wat er orders for changes in f low must  be ordered wit h t he 

Dist r ict  as fol lows:  

a) Wat er orders including t urn-ons,  changes-in-f low,  or t urn-of fs wil l  be 

placed wit h t he area wat er operat ions worker.  If  t he wat er operat ions 

worker is unavailable,  wat er orders may be placed wit h t he wat er 

supervisor or at  t he Dist r ict ’ s main of f ice.  

b) Wat er orders wil l  be accept ed during normal work hours.  If  excess 

syst em capacit y exist s,  wat er orders wil l  be accept ed and require up t o 

t hree days for del ivery.  If  t he syst em is at  maximum capacit y,  wat er 

orders wil l  be scheduled at  least  t hree days out  and t o a t ime when 

capacit y exist s.    

c) Advance not ice for t urn of f  orders must  be communicat ed t o t he wat er 

operat ions worker as soon as reasonably possible.  
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d) Wat er users wil l  provide t he fol lowing informat ion when placing wat er 

orders:  

• Field del ivery number (gat e number)* 

• Parcel and f ield number* 

• Crop* 

• Flow change (cfs or ot her commonly underst ood descript ion of  

f low) 

• Delivery dat e and t ime 

• Name of  t he person making t he wat er order 

*This informat ion is included on al l  “ acknowledgment  maps”  provided t o 

al l  landowners and wat er users wit h t heir Wat er Appl icat ion.   

7) Wat er Management :  

a) Wat er users wil l  st ruct ure irr igat ion pat t erns and wat er management  t o 

al low for cont inuous day and night  (24-hour) wat er del ivery for wat er 

appl icat ions requir ing more t han a part ial  day t o complet e.    

b) The Dist r ict  makes no guarant ee as t o when wat er can be del ivered,  

part icularly during t he rice f looding periods,  or fol lowing shut -down 

periods;  however,  every ef fort  wil l  be made t o schedule del iveries as 

equit ably and rapidly as possible.  

c) The General Manager and designat ed st af f  have sole responsibil i t y for 

t he operat ion of  t he Dist r ict ’ s wat er conveyance syst em and associat ed 

facil i t ies,  including point -of -del ivery f ield t urnout s.  

d) Wat er users shal l  make every ef fort  t o manage t heir irr igat ion t iming t o 

al low f low adj ust ment s including t urn-ons,  changes-in-f low,  or t urn-of fs 

t o occur as early in t he day as possible t o al low t he wat er conveyance 

syst em t o be balanced prior t o t he end of  t he wat er operat ions worker’ s 

shif t .  

e) Under cert ain circumst ances,  and at  t he sole discret ion of  t he Dist r ict ,  

ordered f low adj ust ment s in Dist r ict  facil i t ies including t urn-ons,  

changes-in-f low,  or t urn-of fs may be delegat ed t o t he wat er user or 

“ designat ed irr igat or. ”   St eps must  be t aken t o al low wat er operat ions 

workers t he abil i t y t o t ake wat er measurement s during t he normal work 

hours schedule.  The wat er operat ion worker and t he wat er supervisor 

wil l  det ermine t hese changes on a case-by-case basis.  

f) Flow adj ust ment s in Dist r ict  facil it ies,  including changes-in-f low,  t urn-

of fs,  and moving wat er f rom one f ield del ivery gat e t o anot her,  t hat  are 

scheduled t o occur af t er t he normal wat er operat ions worker shif t  ends,  

wil l  be performed by t he wat er operat ions worker or wat er supervisor.  

If  t he designat ed irr igat or request s t he wat er operat ions worker be 

cal led out  af t er normal work hours t o make a gat e/ canal change,  t he 
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wat er user wil l  be charged a $100 fee for services t o cover t he cost  of  

t he Dist r ict  making such adj ust ment s.  

g) Wat er del ivery wil l  be made on a rot at ion basis,  where it  is deemed 

necessary by t he Dist r ict .  Wat er del ivery for service t o port able 

sprinkler boost er pumps wil l  be del ivered t hrough t he f ield del ivery 

t urnout  t hat  normally serves t he f ield t o be irr igat ed.  The wat er user is 

responsible for t he const ruct ion of  a “ sump”  on t he f ield side of  t he 

f ield t urnout  del ivery t o accept  t he pump suct ion.    

 

III.  RICE IRRIGATION – WATER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION RULES  

1) Rice f ield spil lage:   Wat er may be reasonably spil led f rom rice f ields using t he 

fol lowing met hod,  provided t hat  if  it  is implement ed,  enforced,  and monit ored 

by t he “ designat ed irr igat or” :   Each f ield must  be f it t ed wit h a st andard 

approved measured weir board* cont aining a not ch as specif ied on t he at t ached 

Exhibit  “ A. ”   In addit ion,  a 3-1/ 2”  board must  be placed on t op of  t he not ched 

weir board t o al low for great er operat ional f lexibil i t y and day-t o-day 

f luct uat ions (a st andard,  f inished 2” x 4”  or 1"x 4" wil l  be accept ed).  Any f low 

over t he t op of  t hese boards wil l  be deemed t o be a violat ion of  t he Pol icy.  Due 

t o t he pot ent ial  for smaller f ields wit h smaller not ches t o experience “ not ch 

plugging”  causing a higher incidence of  f low f luct uat ions,  r ice f ields of  50 acres 

or less may subst it ut e a 50 acre not ched board wit h a board on t op,  or a 

not ched board wit hout  a board on t op wit h equal f low pot ent ial  (cont act  your 

wat er operat ions worker for not ch sizes required wit hout  a board on t op).  

When using t he not ched board wit hout  a board on t op,  any f low above t he 

not ch wil l  be deemed a wast e of  wat er and a violat ion of  t he Pol icy.  

*The notched weir board provided for under this section must be in place 

throughout the irrigation season.  

2) Drainage and re-f looding of  wat er during t he rice growing season:  Drainage 

and re-f looding of  wat er,  in addit ion t o t he spil lage al lowed under Sect ion III,  is 

al lowed under t he fol lowing condit ions:  

a) Drainage and re-f looding prior t o July 1:   Drainage and re-f looding of  

wat er during t he rice st and est abl ishment  period is al lowed prior t o  

July 1.  

 

i .  Designat ed irr igat ors who drain t heir f ield due t o cult ural pract ices 

or wind event s r isk t he Dist r ict  not  having adequat e capacit y t o 

ref i l l  t he f ield t o t he same level or in a reasonable amount  of  t ime;  

 

i i .  The Dist r ict  must  provide wat er t o al l  growers wit hin t he Dist r ict  on 

a fair and impart ial  basis and due t o demands on t he conveyance 

syst em,  may be unable t o provide more t han 1.8 acre-feet  per acre 

per mont h or a t ot al  of  3 acre-feet  per acre prior t o July 1.  

b) Crop St ress:   Drainage and re-f looding of  wat er t o address wat er qual it y 

and associat ed crop st ress may be approved by t he Dist r ict  at  any t ime 
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during t he growing season,  cont ingent  upon a verif iable writ t en 

recommendat ion f rom a pest  cont rol  advisor (PCA) or ot her expert  crop 

advisor.  However,  t he Dist r ict  may not  have adequat e capacit y or 

supply t o re-f lood t o t he same level,  in a reasonable amount  of  t ime,  or 

at  al l .    

c) Drainage of  wat er during t he rice crop mat urat ion period af t er July 1:   

Drainage of  wat er af t er July 1,  but  prior t o t erminat ion of  irr igat ion,  

must  be request ed at  least  24-hours in advance,  and may be al lowed on 

a l imit ed case-by-case basis depending on t he circumst ances and upon 

approval by t he Dist r ict .    

d) Maint enance of  r ice f ield drainage t ail  box:   Prior t o commencement  of  

irr igat ion wat er del iveries,  t he rice f ield drainage t ail  box wil l  be f it t ed 

wit h a not ched weir board wit h a board on t op,  in accordance wit h 

Sect ion III 1) Rice f ield spil lage of  t his Pol icy.  Not ched weir board must  

be conf irmed by t he Dist r ict  wat er operat ions worker.  

e) Drainage of  r ice f ields at  t he end of  t he irr igat ion season:   At  t he end of  

t he irr igat ion season,  t he wat er user must  t erminat e wat er del iveries at  

least  7 days prior t o request ing t he drainage of  wat er prior t o harvest .  

The Dist r ict  must  be not if ied at  least  24-hours before a f ield is t o be 

drained.  The wat er operat ions worker wil l  coordinat e al l  drainage t o 

ensure t he capacit y of  t he drains is not  exceeded,  t o avoid f looding of  

adj acent  f ields.   

IV.  PERMANENT AND OTHER CROPS – WATER MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION RULES  

Permanent  and ot her crops are al l  non-rice crops including,  past ure,  f ield crops,  row 

crops,  and orchards general ly irr igat ed by f lood,  row,  sprinkler,  micro-sprinkler,  or 

drip irr igat ion.  

1) Release of  t ailwat er:   Wat er users are expect ed t o ef f icient ly manage irrigat ion 

wat er appl icat ions and minimize t ailwat er releases.   

Del ivery of  wat er:   Wat er must  be used on a cont inuous (24-hour) period.    
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